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Political Parties

First Inaugural Address

Thomas Jefferson

In the election of 1800, Thomas Jefferson, a Democratic-Republican, defeated John Adams, a Federalist.

Friends & Fellow Citizens,

Called upon to undertake the duties of the first Executive office of our country, I avail myself of the 
presence of that portion of my fellow citizens which is here assembled to express my grateful thanks 
for the favor with which they have been pleased to look towards me, to declare a sincere 
consciousness that the task is above my talents, and that I approach it with those anxious and awful 
presentiments which the greatness of the charge, and the weakness of my powers so justly inspire. . . .

During the contest of opinion through which we have past, the animation of discussions and of 
exertions has sometimes worn an aspect which might impose on strangers unused to think freely, 
and to speak and to write what they think; but this being now decided by the voice of the nation, 
announced according to the rules of the constitution all will of course arrange themselves under the 
will of the law, and unite in common efforts for the common good. All too will bear in mind this 
sacred principle, that though the will of the majority is in all cases to prevail, that will, to be rightful, 
must be reasonable; that the minority possess their equal rights, which equal laws must protect, and 
to violate would be oppression. Let us then, fellow citizens, unite with one heart and one mind, let us 
restore to social intercourse that harmony and affection without which liberty, and even life itself, are 
but dreary things. . . .

Let us then, with courage and confidence, pursue our own federal and republican principles; our 
attachment to union and representative government. Kindly separated by nature and a wide ocean 
from the exterminating havoc of one quarter of the globe; too high minded to endure the degradations 
of the others, possessing a chosen country, with room enough for our descendants to the thousandth 
and thousandth generation, entertaining a due sense of our equal right to the use of our own 
faculties, to the acquisitions of our own industry, to honor and confidence from our fellow citizens, 
resulting not from birth, but from our actions and their sense of them, enlightened by a benign 
religion, professed indeed and practiced in various forms, yet all of them inculcating honesty, truth, 
temperance, gratitude and the love of man, acknowledging and adoring an overruling providence, 
which by all its dispensations proves that it delights in the happiness of man here, and his greater 
happiness hereafter; with all these blessings, what more is necessary to make us a happy and a 
prosperous people? Still one thing more, fellow citizens, a wise and frugal government, which shall 
restrain men from injuring one another, shall leave them otherwise free to regulate their own 
pursuits of industry and improvement, and shall not take from the mouth of labor the bread it has 
earned. This is the sum of good government; and this is necessary to close the circle of our felicities. . . .

Relying then on the patronage of your good will, I advance with obedience to the work, ready to 
retire from it whenever you become sensible how much better choices it is in your power to make. 
And may that infinite power, which rules the destinies of the universe, lead our councils to what is 
best, and give them a favorable issue for your peace and prosperity.
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Directions: Using information from the reading, answer the following questions.

1. Finding the Main Idea In paragraph two, how does President Jefferson say the nation should 
carry on after the election?

2. Drawing Conclusions When does President Jefferson say he will leave the presidency? What 
point is he making?

3. Analyzing Primary Sources According to President Jefferson, how should a “wise and frugal 
government” act?

4. Synthesizing Based on what President Jefferson says in his speech, do you think this was an 
easy-going, friendly election or a contentious, hard-fought one? Cite excerpts from the speech to 
support your opinion.
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